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Objection Prevents Senate Action on Labeling Bill 

The McNary labeling bill (S. 1133) was reached on the 
Senate calendar Tuesday, June 4, under Rule VIII, which would 
permit its consideration, with a limitation on debate, unless 
objection were made. Senator King of Utah stated that he was 
not sufficiently familiar with the bill to pass judgment on the 
matter, and Senator Copeland stated that in his judgment the 
bill was so far-reaching that it should not be considered in this 
hurried manner. While stating that he had no desire to delay 
action upon the bill, Senator Copeland expressed the opinion 
that some of its provisions should be thoroughly considered. Fol- 
lowing this statement Senator Bratton of New Mexico asked 
that the bill be passed over. 

The bill retains its status on the Senate Calendar, and in 
due time will again be reached. 


Finance Committee Hearings on Tariff Arranged 

The tariff hearings of the Senate Finance Committee will be 
conducted through four subcommittees, according to a statement 
issued by Senator Reed Smoot, Chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee. These four subcommittees, which will be in session daily, 
will each consist of three Republican Senators and two Demo- 
cratic Senators. The subcommittee which will consider sched- 
ule 7, agricultural products and provisions, consists of Senators 
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Smoot of Utah, Shortridge of California, Watson of Indiana, 
Harrison of Mississippi, and Walsh of Massachusetts. Senator 
Watson will conduct the hearings on schedule 7. 

The subcommittee hearings will begin on June 13, on which 
date hearings will be conducted upon the following schedules: 
No. 1, chemicals, oils and paints; No. 5, sugar, molasses and 
manufactures of ; No. 9, cotton manufactures; No. 14, papers and 
books. 


The date for the hearing on schedule 7, agricultural prod- 
ucts and provisions, has not yet been fixed. 


Sessions of the subcommittees will begin promptly at 9.30 
a. m. and recess will be taken at 12.30. The afternoon sessions 
will begin at 2 o'clock and continue until 5 o'clock. 


The full committee will meet on June 12, at which time wit- 
nesses will be heard upon the question of valuation. 


All requests for hearings should be addressed to the Chair- 
man of the Finance Committee or to the Chairman of the ap- 
propriate subcommittee. The Committee will endeavor as far 
as possible to eliminate repetition, and it is suggested that in or- 
der to save the time of the Committee and witnesses that those 
having the same problems to present select one witness to make 
their statement. 


Tomato Crop and Pack Prospects 


The intended acreage of tomatoes for manufacture in 1929 
is estimated at 279,960 acres in a statement issued by the Truck 
Crop Section of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics on June 
6. The estimates for the various states are the same as those 
published in last week's Information Letter, except for Mary- 
land, which is expected to have 25,110 acres. 


In the Bureau’s statement there is also a comparison for 
each state of the intended acreage as estimated and the actual 
acreage as reported for the years 1926, 1927 and 1928. The 
totals for the United States are as follows: 


Inteuded Revised 


Acres Acres 


234,250 261,500 


For the country as a whole the reports from canners 
representing 66 per cent of the total acreage grown for manu- 
facture in 1928 show an intended acreage 10 per cent larger 
than the acreage in 1928. These canners also reported their 
intended pack in 1929, expressed in a percentage of their pack 
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in 1928. These reports indicate, for the country as a whole, 
an intended pack 31 per cent greater than last year. The in- 
tended pack, by states, compared with 1928, is reported as fol- 
lows: 


Arkansas 
Colorado 


ndiana 
owa 
Kentucky 
Maryland 


Preliminary Estimate of Canning Pea Acreage 


The planted acreage of green peas for canning, according 
to a preliminary estimate of the Truck Crop Section of the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics issued June 6, is 225,700 
acres, or 11 per cent greater than the acreage reported in 1928. 
This estimate is based on reports from 191 firms representing 
80 per cent of the total acreage for 1928. The total acreage 
reported in the last four years has been as follows: 1925, 
226,630 acres; 1926, 218,880 acres; 1927, 163,810 acres; 1928, 
203,480 acres. 


The following table from the Bureau's report shows the 
1929 acreage expressed in percentage of the 1928 acreage, the 


preliminary estimate of the 1929 planted acreage, and the con- 
dition on May 15, 1928 and 1929. 


Acres Percent Percent 
California 


Iinois 
Indiana 


Michigan 
Minnesota 


Conferees Agree on Farm Relief Bill 
The conferees of the Senate and the House on the farm re- 


lief bill, (H. R. 1) have agreed upon a report which was sub- 
mitted to the House on Friday, June 7. The conferees agreed 
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upon a farm board consisting of nine members, including the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, which board would be authorized to make 
loans to agricultural cooperatives and stabilization corporations 
out of a revolving fund of $500,000,000. The debenture plan pro- 
vided for in the bill as it passed the Senate was eliminated. 


Census Reapportionment Bill Passed 


The census and reapportionment bill (S. 312) was passed by 
the House on June 6 and now goes to conference. The bill pro- 
vides for the taking of the 1930 census and subsequent decennial 
censuses, and for the automatic reapportionment of the member- 
ship of the House of Representatives. 


Senate Passes Bill to License Commission Men 


After adopting two amendments, the Senate on June 3 
passed the bill (S. 108) setting up a licensing system for commis- 
sion merchants dealing in perishables. All dealers would be re- 
quired to be licensed at a fee of $1. The bill would authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to suspend and revoke licenses for viola- 
tion of the Act. Retailers buying in less than carload quantities 
and producers shipping only their own produce would be exempt 
from the mandatory license provision. 


Information, Please 


Cards have been mailed this week to members of the Na- 
tional Canners Association asking each concern to furnish the 
name and title of the officer to whom general correspondence 
should be directed, this information being sought for use in the 
revised annual Membership List soon to be published by the As- 
sociation. 


Heretofore the Membership List has carried only the ad- 
dress of the headquarters of each company and the location of 
the company’s plants, and it has been suggested that the useful- 
ness of the List would be greatly increased by including for each 
concern the name of the person handling its general correspond- 
ence. 

Members are urged to return these cards promptly to the 
Association in order that publication of the revised Membership 
List may not be delayed. 


Committee Urges Larger Research Appropriations 


At a meeting of representatives of 26 national farm organi- 
zations and associations of businesses closely allied to agricul- 
ture with Secretary of Agriculture Arthur M. Hyde and As- 
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sistant Secretary Renick W. Dunlap on June 5, the group made 
known their desire to continue efforts to increase appropriations 
for research work in the Department. 

Since the committee began two years ago to focus attention 
to the need of more research on problems of the farmer, the De- 
partment’s annual appropriation for various scientific studies 
has been increased about $3,500,000. 

Dr. A. F. Woods, director of scientific work of the Depart- 
ment, stated that an additional appropriation of $10,000,000 a 
year is needed by the Department to meet demands for research 
of the type which he described as “fire department” calls. Dr. 
Woods also pointed out that industry in general is investing 
about $180,000,000 a year for research, which is at least ten 
times greater than the aggregate expenditure for investigations 
in the country’s major industry—farming. He asserted that in- 
dividual industries are profitably expending in their own behalf 
more money for research than is being spent by all agencies in 
behalf of agriculture. 

Secretary Hyde said that since becoming head of the De- 
partment under President Hoover he has been struck with the 
vast possibility of improving agricultural conditions by means of 
practical research. 

“IT have a hunch,” the Secretary declared, “that the Ameri- 
can people are well sold on research.” 

The Secretary indicated that he will continue the program 
of strengthening research work of the Department which was 
given impetus by former Secretary William M. Jardine. 

Chester H. Gray of the Farm Bureau Federation presented 
in behalf of the group ten general classifications of investigations 
in which he said scientific study is urgently needed, as follows: 
(1) plant physiology; (2) plant pathology; (3) animal pathology ; 
(4) genetics, both plant and animal; (5) nutrition, not only of 
humans and animals but of plants; (6) utilization, both plant and 
animal products; (7) marketing and distribution; (8) general 
economic problems, including taxation, price trends, transporta- 
tion and engineering; (9) rural sociology, and (10) publication 
of the results of research. 

The group plans to present the program to President Hoover 
and to the new director of the budget when he is appointed, as 
they did to former President Coolidge and General Herbert M. 

Lord, who recently resigned as budget director. 
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Business Conditions 

The volume of money turnover during the week ended June 
1, as indicated by check payments, was lower than in the pre- 
ceding week but showed a substantial gain over the same period 
of 1928, according to the weekly statement of the Department of 
Commerce. The primary distribution of goods, as reflected by 
loadings of freight cars covering the latest reported week, was 
substantially higher than a year ago. 

The general index of wholesale prices receded from both the 
preceding week and the same period of last year. Loans and 
discounts of the Federal reserve member banks showed practi- 
cally no change from the previous week but were higher than a 
year ago. Interest rates on call loans averaged lower than in the 
previous week and showed no change from a year ago. Time- 
money rates were easier than in the preceding week but were 
higher than a year ago. 

Business failures were less numerous than in the previous 
week but showed a gain over last year. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Week ended May 25 
Preceding week 
Corresponding week, 1928 j 
ding week, 261,547 


Truck Crop Markets 

Extremely high temperatures for late May prevailed in most 
parts of the country during the week ended June 1. Demand for 
such products as watermelons and cantaloupes was stimulated. 
More than 2,000 cars each of watermelons, strawberries, new 
potatoes and old potatoes moved to consuming centers. Ship- 
ments of tomatoes increased rapidly to 1,400 cars, while canta- 
loupes totaled almost as high as tomatoes. Oranges dropped 
slightly below 2,000 cars for the week, and grapefruit will soon 
nearly disappear until autumn. Lemon shipments were increas- 
ing. 

Plums and prunes were starting to move from California. 
Movement of peaches from Georgia reached 110 cars for the 
week, and first cars were reported from North Carolina and Mis- 
sissippi. During the same week last season, only 11 cars of 
peaches were shipped. 

Forwardings of cucumbers mounted rapidly to 570 cars, 
compared with 350 the week before. South Carolina originated 
$15 and Alabama 175 cars. Two cars of apples moved from the 
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West to every car from eastern sections, and the week's total 
was about 270 cars. 


Shipments of string beans required 500 cars, of which 300 
came from North Carolina and 75 from the Norfolk section of 
Virginia. Northwestern cherries are about three weeks later 
than usual. Movement from around Lewiston, Idaho, and The 
Dalles, Oregon, should begin by June 15. A good crop is ex- 
pected in those sections, but other parts of Oregon will have a 
light crop. 

Combined shipments of 31 fruits and vegetables increased 
to 19,200 cars, compared with 18,245 the week before and 19,630 
during the same period last year. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


May 26- May May 27- Total this Total last 

June 19-25 June 2 senson to season to 
June i June 2 
126,808 


Cantaloupes 
Carrots 
Cauliflower 


Green 


peas 
Mixed vegetables: 
Domestic 


Rates on Evaporated Milk 


In a case involving rates on canned milk from Greensboro, 
Md., to points in Virginia and New Jersey, the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission has ordered the establishment of rates that 
shall not exceed those maintained by the carriers on canned goods 
from Greensboro to same destinations. This decision is in line 
with previous findings of the commission that the rates on canned 
milk should not exceed the contemporaneous rates on canned 
fruits and vegetables. 


Commission Rescinds “Clandestine” Violation Rule 
The Federal Trade Commission has reconsidered and re- 
scinded the so-called “clandestine’’ practice conference rule adopt- 
ed last October. The rule in question was as follows: 
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That the clandestine violation of any of said resolutions, those 
accepted by the Federal Trade Commission merely as expressions 
of the industry as well as those approved by said commission, shall 
be deemed unfair methods of competition. 


Members of the Association will recall that at the recent 
trade practice conference involving the grocery trade (in which 
the National Canners Association did not take part) certain 
resolutions were adopted by parties to the conference as to what 
they considered unfair methods of competition. 


The Federal Trade Commission divided these into two 
groups. Resolutions placed under Group 1 were affirmatively 
approved by the Commission as representing unfair methods of 
competition, for the violation of which complaints would issue. 
Resolutions appearing in Group 2 were accepted by the Commis- 
sion as expressions of the trade. Members of the trade were in- 
vited to subscribe to these resolutions in Group 2, and under the 
so-called “clandestine” rule it was proposed to issue complaints 
against persons who had so subscribed and had then secretly 
violated the resolutions. 

This clandestine rule has now been abolished. The effect 
appears to be that the Commission will no longer prosecute viola- 
tions of resolutions contained in Group 2 whether members of 
the trade have subscribed to them or not. 


Mediterranean Fruit Fly 


At the hearing on the proposed extension of Mediterranean 
fruit fly quarantine before the Plant Quarantine and Control Ad- 
ministration June 1, it was stated by officials that infested fruit 
from Florida had been found in Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana, 
New York City, North Carolina, Ohio and Texas. In every case 
it was possible to trace the infested fruit to a Florida territory 
now known to be infested and now under rigid quarantine. The 
shipments, of course, had been made before the restrictions had 
been imposed. In the infested territory in Florida, fruit fly has 
been found in peach and one or two other fruits but none as yet 
in vegetables. 

With respect to the climatic checks to the fruit fly, bulletin 
640 of the U. S. Department of Agriculture makes the following 
statements: 


Observations made in various countries indicate that the Mediterranean 
fruit fly will not be a serious pest when the monthly mean temperature 
falls to or below 50° F. for from three to four consecutive months during 
the year. In Hawaii the climate is not cold enough throughout the fruit- 
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growing regions to act as a serious check on fruit-fly increase. Develop- 
ment progresses most rapidly after the Hawaiian means reach 75° to 79° F. 
At a mean temperature of 68° F. development requires about twice the 
time. A temperature of 58° to 62° F. may increase the period of develop- 
ment to three to four times the normal period for the warmest weather. 
Larval development in apples stored outdoors at temperatures ranging 
from 31° to 64° F. (mean, about 51° F.) was slow and was attended by no 
unusual mortality. No development occurred at 26° to 70° F. (mean, 48° 
F.), and nearly all larvae were dead at the end of six weeks. Very few 
fruit flies can develop at 49° to 50° F., and none at temperatures below 
this point. Complete mortality will follow exposure to temperatures below 
50° F. An exposure of two to three weeks at 32° F. will kill all stages of 
the fruit fly, but an exposure to this low temperature for four days has 
practically no effect upon the fly. Sixty-two of 248 larvae survived an ex- 
posure for five days to 21° to 28° F. These facts indicate that the Medi- 
terranean fruit fly is a very hardy and persistent enemy in spite of the 
quickness with which it responds to checks upon its development resulting 
from low temperatures ordinarily experienced in semitropical countries, 


Regulations Governing Sardine Imports Into South Africa 


According to information furnished the Johannesburg Office 
of the Department of Commerce by the Johannesburg Board of 


Trade and Industries, under the Merchandise Marks Act of the 
various Provinces the word “sardines’’ can only be lawfully ap- 
plied to a particular kind of fish, namely the immature pilchard, 
which is found only in the Mediterranean and in the waters of 
the Atlantic Ocean adjoining Portugal, Spain and France. Con- 
sequently, small sardine-like fish taken in North American waters 
could not be admitted into the Union of South Africa if packed 
under the designation of “sardines.” In consequence of similar 
legislation in Great Britain the packers of the so-called Nor- 
= sardines were compelled to label their product as “bris- 
ing.” 

General Notice No. 1116 which appeared in the Government 
Gazette of December 10, 1915, warned importers of the correct 
definition of “sardines” known to science as Clupea Pilchardus 
or Alausa Pilchardus: 


Fish which belong to the genus sardinia will be taken as embracing 
the following species: Sardinia pilchardus, sardinia neo-pilchardus, sar- 
dinia caeruleus or clupanodon caeruleus. 

Sardinia pseudo-hispanicus or Clupanodon pseudo-hispanicus, will be 
passed by this Department on entry as not infringing the provisions of the 
Merchandise Marks Laws of the Union. Fish belonging to the species 
clupea sprattus and clupea harengus, if described as sardines, will not be 
allowed admission. 
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Extension of Corn-Borer Control Area Over Last Year 


The lighter shading on the margin of the darker is on areas 
added to the regulated area for the season of 1929, this indicat- 
ing, in the main, the spread of infestation as determined in the 
fall of 1928. However, in Michigan the insect extended its zone 
of distribution by only a narrow strip of territory; this is in the 
central part of the State; the quarantine line was placed around 
the whole of the State upon the recommendations of Michigan 
State authorities in order to facilitate enforcement of the Fed- 
eral quarantine regulations. The upper peninsula of Michigan, 
which represents the farthest westward extension of the control 
area, is infested only at its eastern end and the infestation there 
is sparse, and these facts are to be borne in mind in connection 
with the map. 


US. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
ALANT QUARANTINE ANO CONTROL ADMIN/STRATION 


EUROPEAN CORN BORER REGULATED AREA 


ree 


£ 
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The corn borer has accomplished the spread of infestation 
shown on the map in 12 years, beginning from a few points of 
accidental introduction in eastern Massachusetts, central and 
western New York, and near St. Thomas, Ontario, about 100 
miles east of Detroit, Michigan. Quarantines have prevented the 
insect from being spread through commerce but wind currents, 
flight of adult moths, and, to some extent, the carriage of infested 
stalks by streams, spread the borers to considerable distances 
each season, and these agencies, which are beyond the control of 
any quarantine that can be established, are held responsible for 
extension of the area of infestation.—Official Record, U. 8. De- 
partment of Agriculture. 
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Estimate of Florida Canned Grapefruit Pack Revised 


According to information furnished the Jacksonville Office 
of the Department of Commerce by the Florida Grapefruit Can- 
ners Association, the figures given in the Information Letter for 
June 1 on this season's pack should be revised as follows: Canned 
grapefruit, 950,000 cases; grapefruit juice, 202,000 cases; and 
orange juice, 65,000 cases. All of these are figured on the basis 
of No. 2 tins, two dozen to the case. 


Hotel Manager Insists on Fair Advertising 


Several weeks ago the Association's attention was called to 
the advertising of a tea room in a southern hotel, featuring the 
statement “We do not use canned foods.” In reply to a letter ob- 
jecting to this form of advertising, the hotel manager stated he 
was not in sympathy with this form of advertising. Among other 
things, he said: 

“The tea room discontinued business in April, and we feel 
that the subject of your letter was possibly one of the reasons 
for the early discontinuance of this business. The tea room not 
only used a small advertising blotter, but also had a placard 
printed on the wall near the door with a similar statement, which 
the writer personally insisted should be removed in the interests 
of honest advertising. We all know that restaurants cannot get 
along without using some canned goods.” 


The writer further stated that the party who was responsi- 
ble for the business had left the city and will not operate the 
coming season. 


England to Restrict Imports of French Cherries 

The English Ministry of Agriculture has announced that it 
will soon publish a decree restricting the imports of French cher- 
ries into England and Wales during the season of 1929, in order 
to prevent entry into the British Isles of insects damaging cherry 
trees. The American Trade Commissioner at Paris states that, 
according to reports, there will be no restriction on imports of 
French cherries until June 15. After June 15, cherries coming 
from 17 departments in the South of France, including Ardeche 
and Drome, will be denied entry into England. Shipments of 
cherries from the center of France will be accepted until the 20th 
of June, and from the North of France until] the 6th of July. 
After this date imports of French cherries will be prohibited ex- 


oo for those grown in a small region around Honfleur near 
avre. 
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Weather Conditions 


Frequent rains have prolonged the excessively wet weather 
in considerable sections of the central valley States, especially in 
central and southern Illinois, Missouri, and the eastern half of 
Kansas, according to the Weather Bureau's report for the week 
ended June 4. Excessive rains were also again unfavorable in 
the eastern portions of Oklahoma and Texas. In these areas 
field work during the week was nearly at a standstill, and spring 
planting was further delayed. Elsewhere east of the Rocky 
Mountains rainfall was mostly light to moderate and farm work 
progressed satisfactorily in most sections. 


Growth, in general, was fairly good over the eastern two- 
thirds of the country, though checked by the excessively cool 
weather the latter part of the week in Central and Northern 
States. Local frost damage was reported in the Lake region and 
light deposits occurred as far south as some central Appalachian 
Mountain districts. 


Generous rains in the northern Plains area were timely and 
beneficial as far south as Nebraska, while showers were helpful. 
in the Pacific Northwest, though in the latter moisture is stil] 
needed in some sections. The abnormally cool and dry weather 
was unfavorable in the Great Basin where tender truck and gar- 
den crops were frosted in a good many places, and grain and 
pasture lands need rain badly, especially on dry farms. 


Bulletin Issued on Buying Tomatoes on Grade 
The results of the system of buying tomatoes on grade in 
Indiana in 1928 are set out in bulletin No. 328 of the Agricul- 
tural Experiment Station at Lafayette. An earlier publication 
(Bulletin 317) described the work done in 1927. 


The results for the past two years have proven, accord- 
ing to the later bulletin, that the grading plan as now worked 
out in Indiana, using U. S. Grades, is simple, economical, and 
practicable. The results show that fewer green tomatoes, less 
rotten and defective tomatoes and more red ripe sound tomatoes 
can be secured by this method than any other that has been tried 
during the history of the production of this crop in Indiana. 


Oriental fruit moth.—The oriental fruit moth has invaded 
the southern counties of Illinois and the State Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station at Urbana has issued an illustrated pamphlet 
(Circular 338) describing the pest and discussing control meas- 
ures. 


